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much as $14 million 
among approximately 
70 researchers. "Some 
of the most recent re

search is the most exciting," says Lauder, 
whose exuberance when speaking of the 
foundation's achievements is as pure and 
proud as if she were bragging about a 
grandchild's first steps. For example, 
Michael Wigler, PhD, and coworkers have 
identified two new genes implicated in 
breast cancer. One is KCNK9, an onco
gene-a stretch of DNA that can turn 
normal cells into cancer cells. The other, 
DBCz, is a tumor suppressor that nor
mally prevents cells from becoming 
malignant but that may allow cancer to 
develop when it's missing or damaged. 
Pinpointing these genes could help cre
ate new, effectively targeted treatments. 

Other exciting developments come 
from the New York Breast Cancer 
Study-a program funded solely by the 
foundation since 1997. The study has been 
examining breast and ovarian cancer 
among Ashkenazi Jewish women who 
carry mutations in two breast cancer sus
ceptibility genes, BRCA1 and BRCA2. 
One of the researchers' more significant 
findings is that for Jewish women with 

Ten years ago, Evelyn Lauder decided to commit hertime, energy, and fund-raising 
savvy to help stamp out breast cancer. Seventy million dollars later, her foundation is 
supporting research that seems to be on the verge of cracking the mysteries of this 
disease. Stand by. ... AMY BLUMENFELD reports. 

of the past decade has 
and without hesitation she'll 
really, really working." 
to the unstoppable ripple 

ainchild, the Breast Can
Kese<¥Cn .tV>undation (BCRF). "It" is 

the past ten years 
pre\enti~n and cure a reality in 

ofwhy"it" all is 
to do with the fact 
of every dollar 

a series of ground
possible by her 
dding light on 
of nutrition in 
or more genes 

a large part 
working" has 

85 cents 
il\ute<f\to BCRF-

which gets top ratings tri\UD.n&' 

134 0 C T 0 BE R 2 0 0 3 

Institute of Philanthropy-goes directly 
to research, not administrative costs. 

Lauder, senior corporate vice president 
of the Estee Lauder Companies, founded 
BCRF in 1993 after watching a video of 
cancer patients, who had lost their hair, 
undergoing cosmetic makeovers. Learn
ing that about 40,000 women die of breast 
cancer every year, she created the foun
dation in the hopes of moving great sci
entific ideas from the lab to the bedside. 
"We want to find the seminal new hypo
theses which, if evaluated and proven cor
rect, can change the face of research," says 
BCRF's president, Myra]. Biblowit. 

In its first year, the foundation awarded 
an average of $12,500 to each of eight in
vestigators. Last year they funded 63 sci
entists with a typical grant of $25o,ooo, 
and this year they expect to divide as 

an inherited predisposition to breast can
cer, exercising as a teenager can delay the 
onset of the disease. 

Additional research notches in BCRF's 
belt include proof that retinoic acid, a 
derivative of vitamin A, can help stop the 
growth of breast cancer when combined 
with Herceptin or tamoxifen, and the 
development of a test to predict which 
tumors will respond to chemotherapy
the hope being to eliminate unnecessary 
treatment. So when do they expect a cure? 
"That's the $64,000 question, isn't it?" 
says Lauder, hedging on a time frame. But 
she does foresee the end of breast cancer. 
"Rather than curing the disease," she says, 
"we plan to stop it from starting." • 

Amy Blumenfeld~ articles have appeared in 
Self, Fitness, and People. 


